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Jeff Brown: Okay. It looks like it's on. For the record, this is Jeff Brown with the Office 1 

Congressional Ethics. I am here with Paul Solis. Before us today, we have NIH 2 

Employee 1 and, I'm sorry. Could you identify yourself Anna? 3 

Anna Jacobs: Sure. Anna Jacobs with the HHS Office of the General Counsel. 4 

Jeff Brown: Thank you Anna. It is about 11 o'clock on, I believe it's May 19. The False Statements 5 

Act warnings have been given to NIH Employee 1. All right, NIH Employee 1, thank 6 

you again for being here. We'll start off with the easy stuff. Can you give us your 7 

current title here. 8 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. I am a health science policy analyst in the Office of Science Policy and 9 

Planning at the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. 10 

Jeff Brown: Okay. About how long have you had the role? 11 

NIH Employee 1: I've been in the job since December 2002. I left for about a year, I was at 12 

another institute at NIH. 13 

Jeff Brown: And if you could just sort of generally tell me what it is your office does and what - 14 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. 15 

Jeff Brown: - you do in that office. 16 

NIH Employee 1: Our office has a number of roles. We handle and manage our congressional 17 

interactions and that has been my main role, certainly for the last eight or so years. 18 

We also handle strategic planning activities, disease-specific strategic planning 19 

activities. NIH, we interact with on NIH-wide strategic planning activities. Our office 20 

also handles any evaluations of NINDS programs. 21 

Jeff Brown: Okay. What percentage of your time is devoted to congressional liaison or the other 22 

stuff you just mentioned? 23 

NIH Employee 1: Maybe about 60/40, 60 congressional interactions and 40% the other. But it 24 

fluctuates on a day-to-day, week-to-week basis. 25 

Jeff Brown: How much of that is visits just versus interacting with individuals over on the hill 26 

with requests regarding documents etc.? 27 

NIH Employee 1: It's hard to give a number on that. I would say in any given year, I'm maybe 28 

involved, in terms of members who come visit campus, maybe five or six visits. 29 

Something like that. 30 

Paul Solis: And that's per year? 31 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah. In terms of members coming to campus, our Director Dr. Koroshetz is 32 

often asked to meet with members on the hill and so I help prepare him for those 33 

visits and then accompany him to those visits too. Yeah. 34 

Paul Solis: Okay. 35 

Jeff Brown: I guess I want to start by just really talking about congressional visits generally. 36 
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NIH Employee 1: Okay. 1 

Jeff Brown: So if there's one of those five or six congressional visits in any given year, can you 2 

sort of walk me through your role start to finish? 3 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. It depends a little bit on the visit because the main NIH legislative 4 

office, the Office of Legislative and Policy Analysis, is often quite involved in 5 

coordinating these visits. So our role, depending on the member and their interests, 6 

there may be more than just NINDS involved in the visits, and then OLPA sort of 7 

helps coordinate those visits as well. 8 

Jeff Brown: I'm sorry, NINDS, can you just give that to me one more time? 9 

NIH Employee 1: Yes, it's the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke. 10 

Jeff Brown: Okay. That's in your signature line. 11 

NIH Employee 1: Yep. And OLPA is the Office of Legislative in the Office of the Director at NIH. 12 

Paul Solis: Then what are the circumstance where they would become involved, versus you just 13 

handling it on your own? 14 

NIH Employee 1: So again, if there are other institutes. So NINDS is one of the 26, 27, yeah, I 15 

always forget the number, of institutes at NIH. For example, we've been involved in 16 

visits where NINDS has had one part or showcased one of our labs but the National 17 

Cancer Institute has also showcased a lab. Off- 18 

Jeff Brown: So there's an equivalent in that office that has a role similar to yours that may or 19 

may not be involved in a visit? 20 

NIH Employee 1: Right. That office handles purely legislative activities. Our office handles 21 

much more than just legislative activities. But yes, that's correct. There have been a 22 

couple instances, and both of the visits you asked about are examples of that, where 23 

our institute, NINDS, was really the lead in that visit because of the interest of the 24 

member. But in those cases, someone from OLPA is always looped in and is usually 25 

involved in helping to plan the visit, as well as getting clearances and keeping HHS 26 

informed. 27 

Jeff Brown: Okay. And sorry, I interrupted you. But your role in the congressional visit, I realize 28 

that there are probably various [crosstalk]- 29 

NIH Employee 1: No, no. But that's- 30 

Jeff Brown: -but if there's sort of like a little bit of background. 31 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. So typically the request will come in through a staffer who says, "My 32 

boss has an interest in this topic." And they come about for different reasons and we 33 

can talk about that if you’re interested but I usually, at that point, I would loop in 34 

OLPA and they'll loop in the department. My role is to help put together an agenda, 35 

given the member's interests. We typically like to bring them to campus and have 36 

them meet with our institute director. They often meet with NIH leadership if 37 

they're available, and then we like to showcase some of the research we're doing 38 

17-3509_000116



Transcript of Interview of NIH Employee 1 
May 19, 2017 

Page 3 of 18 
 

here on the campus. We usually take them to one of our labs to meet with one of our 1 

scientists. And then my role is to interface with the congressional staff, set up the 2 

time, how they get here, share draft agendas, say, "Does this look good? Is that what 3 

the member ... Does this reflect his or her interests?" 4 

Jeff Brown: And then on the day of, can you talk a little bit about your role? 5 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. I typically attend the whole visit. We often have the NIH police or 6 

security meet the visitors and escort them to whatever building they're going to, and 7 

that just helps with parking and getting everyone through security. And then I 8 

would typically take the staffers and the member of congress around to ... I would 9 

describe my role as a tour guide. 10 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Again, I know this'll vary member-to-member, but if you had to describe sort 11 

of the purpose of, or the varied purposes of these congressional visits, can you sort 12 

of walk me through what those tend to be? 13 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. I would say probably the main purpose is to highlight NIH's research. 14 

Specifically, to highlight a lot of the research that we're doing here on campus. 15 

Jeff Brown: Okay. You don't have to get into who the member was, but just walk me through one 16 

or two of your more recent- 17 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. 18 

Jeff Brown: -congressional visits. 19 

NIH Employee 1: I mean, I can ... If you're interested, I- 20 

Jeff Brown: Before we get to that. 21 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. 22 

Jeff Brown: Yeah. 23 

NIH Employee 1: There haven't been that many recently that I have been the lead on. Most of 24 

the visits I've been involved in recently have been through OLPA. I don't remember 25 

when exactly this was but Chairman Cole came recently, I think maybe within the 26 

last six months, I'm not positive on that date, with some members of his 27 

subcommittee. And OLPA coordinated that visit and asked us to be involved in 28 

showcasing one of our labs. 29 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Do constituents come frequently or not so frequently, with a member? 30 

NIH Employee 1: It happens occasionally and in fact, the only visit where that happened which 31 

I have been involved in was one of the visits that Dr. Bielekova was involved in. 32 

Representative Frelinghuysen has done us several visits to NIH where he has 33 

brought constituents with him, who are either patients or patient advocates who are 34 

constituents of his. 35 

Jeff Brown: So the constituents coming would be a more infrequent occurrence? 36 

NIH Employee 1: Right. 37 
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Jeff Brown: Okay. 1 

NIH Employee 1: Often there are constituents involved in meetings where we go to the hill. I 2 

would say that's probably a little more frequently. 3 

Jeff Brown: How about when a member comes, are they usually accompanied by staffers or 4 

colleagues? 5 

NIH Employee 1: They are typically accompanied by staff. 6 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Did you want to talk about any other background before we sort of launched 7 
into more specifics? 8 

Paul Solis: No, I think I was given a pretty good ... I mean, I'll just follow-up on Jeff's question 9 

about staffers. Is it committee staff or staff directly from the member's personal 10 

office? 11 

NIH Employee 1: I think it's probably a mixture of both. I couldn't tell you specifically, in all 12 

cases. 13 

Paul Solis: And do the staffers attend all of the meetings with the member? Or are there ever 14 

private sort of breakout sessions, where the member would go off with an NIH 15 

employee and have their own discussion? 16 

NIH Employee 1: In all the visits I've been at, the staffers have been present with the member. 17 

Jeff Brown: And I should ask before, you said ordinarily the request will come through the 18 

member's office. Is that usually scheduler that ordinarily reaches out to you? 19 

NIH Employee 1: It depends. It sort of depends on maybe how the initial contact came about. 20 

Jeff Brown: It may be easier if we just launch into talking about a specific- 21 

NIH Employee 1: I think so. 22 

Jeff Brown: So we'll go there. Thank you for providing the documents again and on such short 23 

notice, we appreciate that. You were involved in Representative Collins’ 24 

Congressional visit. You scheduled that as we've seen from the emails. What was 25 

your day of role? 26 

NIH Employee 1: What was the day of what? 27 

Jeff Brown: The day of role. 28 

NIH Employee 1: So it was similar to my role in other visits. 29 

Jeff Brown: You attended... 30 

NIH Employee 1: I attended. I brought them to the different- I mean I don't remember much of 31 

the day of given that it was several years ago, but. 32 

Paul Solis: Why don't you, the best you can, with as much specificity as you can, from the time 33 

you first received an email or any communication from Representative Collins' 34 

office till the day that they came. Just walk us through what happened. 35 
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NIH Employee 1: Sure. So that visit came about because our director at the time, Dr. Story 1 

Landis, had testified at a House science subcommittee hearing, which was on brain 2 

research. And at the hearing, Representative Collins asked her a question about MS. 3 

And she replied by saying we have this great intramural program, research program, 4 

on our campus. We'd love to have you come visit. Collins' staffer reached out to the 5 

committee staff who had organized that hearing, and through that interaction 6 

Collins' staff was put in touch with me. 7 

Paul Solis: And how did you come to know about the Dr. Landis interaction and all that. Did Dr. 8 

Landis discuss this with you? 9 

NIH Employee 1: Right, so one of my other roles as part of Congressional activities is I 10 

accompanied her to the hearing. I prepped her for the hearing, I was present at the 11 

hearing where he asked the question. 12 

Paul Solis: Oh okay, when he asked the question about MS. 13 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 14 

Paul Solis: Was in an open hearing format or was it after the hearing? 15 

NIH Employee 1: No it's in the hearing transcript. 16 

Paul Solis: And then after the hearing did they have any private conversations that you were a 17 

part of?  18 

NIH Employee 1: Not that I'm aware of. 19 

Jeff Brown: Do you remember about the time of that hearing? The date and time? 20 

NIH Employee 1: I believe it was July of that year. It was June of 2013. June or July of 2013.  21 

Paul Solis: Okay so, they contacted, you found out about it, and then you what? Attempted to 22 

schedule the meeting? 23 

NIH Employee 1: So the staffer contacted me. 24 

Paul Solis: Do you know who that was? 25 

NIH Employee 1: I believe it was Jeff Freeland initially. 26 

Paul Solis: Do you know what role he has in Representative Collins' office? 27 

NIH Employee 1: I believe he was, I don't know if he's still there, the Health LA. And the other 28 

staffer I interacted with a lot, as you saw from the emails probably, was Ashley 29 

Noland who I believe was the scheduler for Collins. So at that point it was similar to 30 

how I planned other visits. We reached out to a number of our MS researchers, 31 

including Dr. Bielekova, found out who had availability for times that the 32 

Congressman, that his staff had suggested. And we sort of went from there in terms 33 

of identifying a date and a time for them to come. 34 

Paul Solis: Okay, okay.  35 

Jeff Brown: I think it might actually be helpful to walk through this with some of the documents.  36 
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NIH Employee 1: Sure. 1 

Jeff Brown: If that works for you. But before I get there, you sent over a variety of emails, did 2 

you have communications that were not via email with any of the Congressman's 3 

staff? In other words is there any sort of communications that we're not aware of via 4 

the production? 5 

NIH Employee 1: So I imagine I may have talked to them on the phone at some point. And I 6 

think in one of the emails you'll see, you probably saw, that Jeff asked me to call him.  7 

Paul Solis: And what did you talk about? 8 

NIH Employee 1: So in that call actually he told me, he said he wanted me to be aware of 9 

Collins involvement in the Innate Immunotherapeutics company, and that it was a 10 

company that was developing, trying to develop, a drug for MS. 11 

Paul Solis: So let's, as best you can, describe that conversation. So he wanted you to be aware? 12 

How did he bring it up, and what occurred? 13 

NIH Employee 1: That is my recollection of the conversation. Now I will tell you, that he didn't, 14 

from my recollection, he didn't tell me anything in that conversation on the phone 15 

that I did not already know. Because in preparing the individuals at NIH who were 16 

going to participate in this visit, I had pulled together information on Representative 17 

Collins and his involvement in this company was one thing that I was able to find out 18 

from internet searches basically.  19 

Paul Solis: Did you pass that information on to the individuals who'd be meeting with him? 20 

NIH Employee 1: I did. 21 

Paul Solis: Okay, did they have any reaction, or did they say anything when you passed that on 22 

to them? 23 

NIH Employee 1: No, not that I remember. 24 

Paul Solis: Okay, okay.  25 

Jeff Brown: And when Mr. Freeland said involvements, did he elaborate on that at all? 26 

NIH Employee 1: You know I don't remember, but I don't think so. I recall it being a pretty 27 

brief conversation. 28 

Jeff Brown: About how long? 29 

NIH Employee 1: I honestly could not say.  30 

Jeff Brown: Two minutes, five minutes, ten minutes. 31 

NIH Employee 1: I honestly couldn't say.  32 

Paul Solis: Why don't we show NIH Employee 1 that email. 33 

Jeff Brown: See if this jogs your memory as well. Here you go. 34 

NIH Employee 1: Right. 35 
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Jeff Brown: Just for the record, I've handed NIH Employee 1 a copy of an email from Jeff 1 

Freeland to her. Dated November 18th, 2013 at 10:23AM. Subject line is, "Regarding 2 

Monday's visit to NIH".  3 

Paul Solis: And so in it Jeff writes, "Just had one quick thing I wanted to tell you over the 4 

phone," is this, soon after this in time is when you had the phone call with him? 5 

NIH Employee 1: Right, again I couldn't tell you when I called him after this, given this was 6 

almost four years ago now. 7 

Paul Solis: Totally understandable. Just want to make sure even apart from the substance of the 8 

conversation, whether that phone call would have been connected to this statement 9 

by Jeff, or this request. 10 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah so I call, in response to this email, I called Jeff.  11 

Paul Solis: Did you have any other phone calls with Jeff about the Congressman's visit? 12 

NIH Employee 1: It's possible, but I don't know for sure. 13 

Paul Solis: But you can definitively say that the phone call you're referencing just now with us 14 

is in response to this email? 15 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 16 

Paul Solis: Okay.  17 

Jeff Brown: I wanted to hand you another document... And just for the record I'll identify this as 18 

an email chain from, that begins with an email from Jeff Freeland to yourself dated 19 

Tuesday, August 20, 2013 at 2:39PM. Again the subject line is, "Regarding NIH 20 

intramural labs". I'll give you a chance to flip through it before I ask you any 21 

questions. 22 

NIH Employee 1: Right so I probably did, I mean I remember now from one of these emails. I 23 

probably did have a conversation with him on the phone about scheduling.  24 

Jeff Brown: Yeah take a minute. Just look back through the chain and then I want to ask you a 25 

couple of questions about it. 26 

NIH Employee 1: Okay.  27 

Jeff Brown: Okay. At the bottom of page two here, and this is 4:30 pm email between Jeffery 28 

Freeman and, it looks like, Richard Yamada. You know Richard? 29 

NIH Employee 1: So, Richard was the staffer who organized the hearing that I mentioned that 30 

Dr. Landis testified at.  31 

Jeff Brown: Okay, what was Richard's role in ... Can you tell us a little bit about his title, and his 32 

role here at NIH? 33 

NIH Employee 1: Richard? Is not a NIH employee, he's a Congressional staffer, I believe it was 34 
the House Science Committee. So, he organized the hearing ... the health science 35 

committee hearing that ... 36 
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Jeff Brown: Okay  1 

NIH Employee 1: Dr. Landis, our institute director at the time participated at ... testified at. 2 

Jeff Brown: The title here is "NIH Intramural Labs.” For the Non-Scientists or doctors in the 3 

room, can you tell me a little more about Intramural Labs, what that mean? 4 

NIH Employee 1: Sure, the NIH Intramural Program is the program of research that goes on, 5 

on the campus here at NIH. The other part of NIH, or is the NIH Extramural Program 6 

and that is the research that we fund at all the university and medical schools 7 

around the country.  8 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Looking back at this email, if we follow the string up ... I was confusing Richard 9 

with Mr. Chol – 10 

NIH Employee 1: Right. Pak is his last name.  11 

Jeff Brown: Correct, oh excuse me, Pak is his last name. Can you tell me Mr. Pak's role here – 12 

NIH Employee 1: Sure –  13 

Jeff Brown: At NIH – 14 

NIH Employee 1: So, he's no longer at NIH. At the time he was in the Office of Legislative 15 

Policy and Analysis. 16 

Jeff Brown: And he has since moved on? 17 

NIH Employee 1: Yes.  18 

Jeff Brown: Could you tell me a little bit about what his role would have been? I suspect it was 19 

very similar to what you described earlier?  20 

NIH Employee 1: Yes. 21 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Both you and Mr. Chol say something along the lines of "we'd love to have 22 

your boss come out –" 23 

NIH Employee 1: Mr. Pak. 24 

Jeff Brown: Mr. Pak, sorry. "We'd love to have your boss come out and visit –" Can you tell me 25 

why you and he might love to have him come out and visit? 26 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah, sure. Similar to the other members of Congress, we like to showcase 27 

what we're doing in terms of research on the campus here at NIH, as well as take 28 

that opportunity to talk about research that we fund elsewhere. It's a way for us to 29 

highlight NIH.  30 

Paul Solis:  Dr. Landis, it's a she? 31 

NIH Employee 1: Yes,  32 

Paul Solis: When she was testifying the subject ... you may have referenced that a little earlier, 33 

what was the subject of that hearing?  34 
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NIH Employee 1: It was on, I believe, it was on brain research in general. 1 

Paul Solis: Okay. And ... again, my shortcomings in the science and medical fields, does MS 2 

research have anything to do at all with that ... 3 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah, so, MS is a neurological disorder. And so, neuro-scientists and people 4 

who work under the neurological study ... It's one of the many neurologic diseases 5 

they study.  6 

Paul Solis: So, would that be something, when you prepped her for testimony ... would that 7 

have been something she would have talked about as research on MS? 8 

NIH Employee 1: Absolutely! You know, I don't remember exactly what prep went into that 9 

hearing, but it is one of the disease areas we devote a lot of resources to and study 10 

and again, we have an intramural program, but it would have been one of many 11 

other topics that would have been part of that hearing prep.  12 

Paul Solis: Do you recall her actually, other than maybe in her response to the question by 13 

Congressman Collins, do you remember recall her discussing MS or MS research 14 

with anybody else, anybody else at the hearing? 15 

NIH Employee 1: I don't  16 

Paul Solis: Again, to the best of your recollection – 17 

NIH Employee 1: To the best of my recollection, I don't. 18 

Paul Solis: Is that the only request she received regarding MS? 19 

NIH Employee 1: I believe so, but you know I'd have to go back to the transcript to be sure.  20 

Jeff Brown: Who else testified at that hearing? Do you recall? 21 

NIH Employee 1: I do not remember. 22 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Nobody else that you had any involvement with – 23 

NIH Employee 1: Not that I remember. 24 

Jeff Brown: And therefore probably nobody else from NIH? 25 

NIH Employee 1: It's possible there were other NIH witnesses because there are other 26 

institutes at NIH that fund and are involved in neuroscience research, we're not the 27 

only one. Yeah, I don't remember who the other witnesses were at that hearing. 28 

Jeff Brown: Okay. I'd like to pass over one other document, and again for the record, this is an 29 

email string that begins with an email from Jeff Freeland to yourself and copies 30 

Ashley Noland. It is dated Friday, November 15, 2013, 9:29 am. The subject is 31 

'Regarding Representative Collins' visit 11/18.’ I'll give you a minute to look at it.  32 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. Okay.  33 
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Jeff Brown: The email references, the string I should say, references a draft agenda ... the draft 1 

agenda that is referenced, does that look like it is included at page three, here? The 2 

third page of this document I handed you. 3 

NIH Employee 1: Yes. 4 

Jeff Brown: You referenced this earlier, but you said you may have had some other 5 

conversations with Mr. Freeland ... I'm curious, how you decided that this draft 6 

agenda was most appropriate for Representative Collins' visit. 7 

NIH Employee 1: So, given that his main interest was in MS we chose Investigators at NINDS 8 

who work in MS research or see patients with MS. 9 

Jeff Brown: Okay. 10 

NIH Employee 1: The last part of the agenda, about the NIH Undiagnosed Diseases Program, 11 

was not MS specific and was a, I think at that time, a relatively new program, that I 12 

think we and OLPA wanted to highlight. 13 

Jeff Brown: Okay. And you said you became aware of his interest in MS at the hearing. Did you 14 

have any further conversations with either him or his staff about his interest in MS?  15 

NIH Employee 1: So, I never had any conversations with him directly. 16 

Jeff Brown: Okay.  17 

NIH Employee 1: And the only conversations I had with the staff were either Jeff or Ashley. 18 

And again, most of those conversations were, as I said, I don't recall all the phone 19 

calls I had with them. If I had to guess most of them were related to scheduling 20 

questions.  21 

Paul Solis: You just told us his main interest was in MS, where would you have developed that 22 

understanding?  23 

NIH Employee 1: From his questions and comments at the hearing.  24 

Paul Solis: Then that's it?  25 

NIH Employee 1: That's correct ... yeah.  26 

Jeff Brown: Can you walk us through this draft agenda? We've met with NIH Employee 2 as 27 

you’re aware of. Can you just walk us through the remainder of the schedule and it 28 

might be helpful to walk us through it with any recollections that you have about 29 

that day with the Congressman's visit.  30 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah, so I really don't have much recollection about the specifics of the 31 

conversations.  32 

Jeff Brown: Would you have been present – 33 

NIH Employee 1: Yes.  34 

Jeff Brown: For all the communications between the Congressman and these doctors? 35 
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NIH Employee 1: Yes. Yes. So, he met with Dr. Bielekova. I believe she talked to him in a 1 

conference room, gave him an overview of some of her research and some of the 2 

clinical trials that she was involved in running ... 3 

Paul Solis: Why don't we stop you right there ... specifically, in references to NIH Employee 2, 4 

you mentioned a conference room. Was it just the two of them in the room?  5 

NIH Employee 1: No, it was myself. I believe Lauren Mullman from OLPA was part of the visit 6 

as well, and to the best of my recollection, Jeff Freeland was also in the conference 7 

room. I was certainly there. 8 

Paul Solis: And that's with just NIH Employee 2? There was no other doctor's or investigators 9 

present from NIH in the room? 10 

NIH Employee 1: It's possible. I don't recall for sure. It's possible that since Dr. Nath, who is 11 

the next person on the agenda and is our clinical director, it's possible that he was 12 

present as well. But I don't know that for sure. 13 

Paul Solis: And in that meeting with NIH Employee 2 that possibly Dr. Nath also attended, what 14 

is the best you can do with regards to that conversation? What they talked about in 15 

the room and what specifically Congressman Collins talked about? 16 

NIH Employee 1: So, I really cannot recall specifics. I mean, I can tell you that I'm pretty sure 17 

Dr. Bielekova gave an overview as I said, of the research she's doing here on campus 18 

and the clinical trials that she either was currently running or was planning. 19 

Paul Solis: Did Congressman Collins bring up Innate Immunotherapeutics in that meeting? 20 

NIH Employee 1: I believe he did, yes. 21 

Paul Solis: Why do you believe that? 22 

NIH Employee 1: Well, to the best ... I mean, that's what I remember. That he brought it up. I 23 

think he also asked Dr. Bielekova during that meeting if she would be willing to 24 

meet with some of the people from the company. 25 

Paul Solis: Okay. Did he, in that meeting at all, identify his position with Innate or his 26 

involvement with Innate? 27 

NIH Employee 1: I don't remember for sure. Yeah. 28 

Jeff Brown: To the best of your recollection, did this meeting last from approximately 3:15 to 29 

3:45 as it says it did on the schedule? 30 

NIH Employee 1: To the best of my recollection. We try to keep things on schedule. 31 

Jeff Brown: And to the best of your recollection, about how much time was spent discussion 32 

Innate versus NIH Employee 2’s research? 33 

NIH Employee 1: I really couldn't comment on that. I would say ... I mean, if I had to surmise, I 34 

would say probably most of it was spent her presenting her research, which was the 35 

purpose of the visit. 36 
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Paul Solis: Do you know if, upon Representative Collins making his request that she meet with 1 

an employee or person affiliated with Innate, do you know if she acquiesced to that 2 

request? 3 

NIH Employee 1: She did. But I was not aware of that until recently. I was not aware of that 4 

until a couple weeks ago. 5 

Paul Solis: And how did that happen? How did you become aware of that? 6 

NIH Employee 1: Well, it was because of your request to meet with her. She mentioned that 7 

this was the visit she had been involved in and then she mentioned that she had 8 

subsequently met with people from the company. 9 

Jeff Brown: Did she provide any more details on those meetings? 10 

NIH Employee 1: Not to me. 11 

Jeff Brown: So, we sort of, we've touched on NIH Employee 2, can we keep walking through the 12 

schedule? 13 

NIH Employee 1: Sure. So I do not have a great recollection of the rest of the schedule. But I 14 

would have been present at all the visits. Dr. Nath, as I said is our clinical director. 15 

He studies neuro, the interaction between the nervous system and the immune 16 

system is the focus of a lot of his research. So, MS is one of the areas that he works 17 

on but not the only area of research focus for him. 18 

  And then we took them to our imaging facility. 19 

Jeff Brown: Before you move on to that, I'm sorry. To the best of your recollection, did this last 20 

about 15 minutes? 21 

NIH Employee 1: Yes. I mean, yes. 22 

Jeff Brown: And did Dr. Nath make a presentation similar to NIH Employee 2? 23 

NIH Employee 1: Yes. I believe, and I'm not positive, that this, well, I guess we could tell from 24 

the room number. It may have been in Dr. Nath's office, where he ... it was more of a 25 

conversation about, you know, this is some of the areas of interest of my lab. 26 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Did Innate come up in any of those conversations with Dr. Nath? 27 

NIH Employee 1: I don't recall. I don't recall. 28 

Paul Solis: So you went to the imaging unit next? 29 

NIH Employee 1: Right. So we went to the imaging unit so we have a research program that is 30 

using imaging to try to better understand MS and to help diagnose MS earlier in 31 

patients by detecting lesions in their brain through MRI imaging. 32 

Paul Solis: And when you leave to go to that section at the 4:00 pm part of the meeting, is NIH 33 

Employee 2 or Dr. Nath with you? 34 

NIH Employee 1: I don't believe that Dr. Bielekova was with us. Again, I don't remember for 35 

sure but I think she may have just given her presentation and that was her role in 36 
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the visit. Dr. Nath, I believe came to the imaging facility with us. I don't recall if he 1 

was present for the last, for the presentation on the undiagnosed diseases program. 2 

Paul Solis: And throughout this agenda, Representative Collins was present for each of these, I 3 

assume? 4 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 5 

Paul Solis: What about Jeff Freeland? 6 

NIH Employee 1: I believe Jeff was there as well. I don't recall Jeff ever leaving the visit. 7 

Paul Solis: And is Lauren with you at this time as well? 8 

NIH Employee 1: Yes, I believe so. 9 

Paul Solis: And it's just ... So the consistent group of people throughout these meetings is you, 10 

Lauren, Jeff, and Congressman Collins? 11 

NIH Employee 1: That is my recollection. 12 

Paul Solis: Okay. 13 

Jeff Brown: Are Dr. Nath and Dr. Sati, are they still employed at NH? 14 

NIH Employee 1: Dr. Nath I know is for sure. I believe Dr. Sati is. I'm not positive. 15 

Jeff Brown: Again, to the best of your recollection, did the meeting in the NRM center, did that 16 

last about a half hour? 17 

NIH Employee 1: Yeah. To the best of my recollection. 18 

Jeff Brown: And at any point in time did Innate come up in discussions with either of those 19 

doctors? 20 

NIH Employee 1: I don't remember. 21 

Jeff Brown: It looks like up next was the undiagnosed disease program? 22 

NIH Employee 1: Mh-hmm (affirmative). Right. So again, this is not a program that is 23 

specifically focused on MS. It's a program at NIH where patients come in who have 24 

diseases that have not been able to be diagnosed by other doctors. And I believe at 25 

the time, this was a relatively new program and we thought it would be of interest. 26 

Jeff Brown: Again, did you guys spend approximately a half hour? 27 

NIH Employee 1: I think so. 28 

Jeff Brown: Okay. And did Innate come up in any of the conversations with Dr. Gahl? 29 

NIH Employee 1: Again, I can't be positive. I can't be positive. But I don't think so. Again, 30 

because the focus of that discussion was not on MS at all. 31 

Paul Solis: But you can say definitively that Innate was discussed at the meeting with NIH 32 

Employee 2? 33 
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NIH Employee 1: Yes. 1 

Jeff Brown: Did Representative Collins have any follow up with any of these doctors at the 2 

conclusion of the program? 3 

NIH Employee 1: So, I know that Ashley had contacted me and asked for Dr. Nath's address 4 

because she said he wanted to send him a thank you note. That was the last I – 5 

Paul Solis: You've already forwarded to that. After you wrapped up at 5:00 pm did he go back 6 

and meet with any of the doctors or did he leave the campus? 7 

NIH Employee 1: I'm quite, I'm pretty sure he left the campus. Usually, the way these visits 8 

work is we escort them back to the entrance of the clinical center that they came in 9 

through where their vehicle is parked.  10 

Paul Solis: I've got another document that I want to hand you, give you a chance to look it over. 11 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. Okay.  12 

Paul Solis: This email references the final agenda and the third page here attached probably 13 

should have had this final agenda in front of you when asking all of these questions 14 

but did you recollect any changes to the draft and final agenda?  15 

NIH Employee 1: I don't recollect any changes. This obviously makes clear something that I 16 

probably didn't remember that Dr. Nath met us. The fact that Dr. Nath met Collins 17 

and Jeff Freeland at the visit suggests that he may have also been in the room with 18 

the ...  For the Dr. Bielekova visit, but I do not recall that.  19 

Jeff Brown: I don't know if it's worth following up there.  20 

Paul Solis: There had been some initial discussion about a time for him to come ... For 21 

Representative Collins to come in September, October.  22 

NIH Employee 1: Mm-hmm (affirmative)- 23 

Paul Solis: Is that correct?  24 

NIH Employee 1: Right, I think it got ... The date got changed at some point. That's what I recall 25 

from these emails.  26 

Paul Solis: Yeah. I'd like to ask you a question at this point. 27 

Jeff Brown: Hand this over to you to look over. 28 

NIH Employee 1: Okay.  29 

Paul Solis: And this is an email chain beginning with an email from Ashley Noland to NIH 30 

Employee 1 September 24th, 2013 at 10:27 a.m., and if you could, just flip to page 3.  31 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. 32 

Paul Solis: This is September 4th, 2013 at 3:05 p.m.  33 

NIH Employee 1: Mm-hmm (affirmative)- 34 
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Paul Solis: And this is from you? Right? 1 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 2 

Paul Solis: Okay.  3 

You put, "And then we thought he might be interested in also learning about the NIH, 4 

Undiagnosed Diseases Program ... 5 

NIH Employee 1: Right. 6 

Paul Solis: I think that was reflected in the agenda." Why did you ... Why did you think he might 7 

be interested in that?  8 

NIH Employee 1: I think it's a pretty cool program. Again, it was a new program at NIH, I think 9 

relatively new. Often with these visits if the congressman has more time we will 10 

occasionally highlight another area. It may not be exactly the area they're interested 11 

in, but it's something we're proud of at NIH and want to share with them.  12 

Paul Solis: So, that wouldn't have been based like the MS portion? That would not have been 13 

based on anything he or his staff mentioned that they were interested in? 14 

NIH Employee 1:  I don't think so. 15 

Jeff Brown: All right. I have one more document I'm going to ... 16 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. 17 

Jeff Brown: Pass over. For the record, this is an email string that begins with an email from 18 

Ashley Nolan to yourself. It's dated Tuesday, November 19th, 2013 at 3:43 p.m. The 19 

subject line is, Regarding Representative Collins' visit on 11/18. I'll give you a 20 

second to just look at it.  21 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. 22 

Jeff Brown: Okay.  23 

I think you started to briefly reference this. Are you aware of any follow-up between 24 

Representative Collins and any of the doctors that he met with? 25 

NIH Employee 1: No.  26 

Jeff Brown: Does this email help jog your memory at all? 27 

NIH Employee 1: Well, again, as I said, the only ... This is the last I heard of this. Where Ashley 28 

Noland asked for Dr. Nath's address because she indicated that her boss wanted to 29 

send him a Thank You card.  30 

Jeff Brown: Okay. 31 

NIH Employee 1: I do not know if he sent the Thank You card and I never heard any follow-up.  32 

Jeff Brown: Aside from your follow-up conversations with NIH Employee 2, have you had any 33 

more recent conversations with any of the other doctors that met with 34 
Representative Collins? 35 
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NIH Employee 1: I've spoken to Dr. Nath, but about ... Not about MS or this visit.  1 

Jeff Brown: Okay. So you haven't had any conversations except with NIH Employee 2regarding 2 

Representative Collins' visit? 3 

NIH Employee 1: That's correct. 4 

Jeff Brown: Okay. 5 

Paul Solis: She mentioned that you said, just recently, so in preparation for her interview with 6 

us? Is what you're discussing?  7 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 8 

Paul Solis: Okay. So she said that she had met with individuals from Innate? 9 

NIH Employee 1: Correct. 10 

Paul Solis: Did she say who she met with? 11 

NIH Employee 1: I asked her that question. She said she did not remember the woman's name.  12 

Paul Solis: Okay. Did she say she had met with Representative Collins? 13 

NIH Employee 1: No, she did not say that.  14 

Paul Solis: Did she say if she was contacted by Representative Collins at all? 15 

NIH Employee 1: No. She did not say that to me.  16 

Jeff Brown: Did she say how many communications she had with somebody at Innate?  17 

NIH Employee 1: She told me that some representatives from Innate came and met with her 18 

on campus once, was my understanding, and then she said she has interacted with 19 

maybe one, I don't know how many, of people from the company at various 20 
meetings that she's been to.  21 

Jeff Brown: Various ... Did she give any indication of a number of times that she's met with 22 

somebody from Innate? 23 

NIH Employee 1: Again, in terms of on campus, I believe it was just once. 24 

Jeff Brown: And off campus? 25 

NIH Employee 1: My understanding was the other interactions were informal interactions at 26 

meetings. You know, you run into somebody at their poster presentation or 27 

something.  28 

Jeff Brown: So none of the meetings that she referenced were any pre-planned meetings? 29 

NIH Employee 1: Except for the one on campus. 30 

Jeff Brown: Correct. 31 

NIH Employee 1: That's my understanding, but I did not ask her many specifics about those 32 

meetings.  33 
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Jeff Brown: We had a phone call, I guess it was a couple of days ago when we were trying to set 1 

this up, and at the time we started discussing some of the ways in which 2 

Representative Collins was similar or different to other congressional visits that 3 

you've handled. We decided we'd table that for today's interview. Would you be able 4 

to elaborate on where you were going to go with that and just walk us through, 5 

again, some of the ways in which the visit here was similar to any other 6 

congressional visits, or in what ways it was different.  7 

NIH Employee 1: I think it was quite similar to previous visits ... Any other congressional visits 8 

that we have. When I had mentioned on the phone ... What I was alluding to was the 9 

fact that it had come up during this hearing ... 10 

Jeff Brown: Okay. 11 

NIH Employee 1: Rather than .... And that actually has happened in the past as well, but I think 12 

it's more typical that we may get a call from a staffer who we've interacted with on 13 

something else and have mentioned to them, "Oh, you should come to the campus to 14 

visit sometime if your boss is interested." In this case, with Representative Collins, it 15 

was that our director, essentially, invited him during the hearing.  16 

Jeff Brown: Okay. That was sort of the difference that you were referring to?  17 

NIH Employee 1: Correct.  18 

Jeff Brown: Was the phone call regarding Innate different than other congressional visits? 19 

NIH Employee 1: The phone call where the –  20 

Jeff Brown: With Mr. Freeland regarding Innate. Have you had anybody in here before that had a 21 

specific interest in a certain company that they were involved with? 22 

NIH Employee 1: Not that I would ... Not that I would ... I mean, not that they disclosed or that I 23 

was aware of.  24 

Jeff Brown: Okay. Backing up a little bit. When NIH ... How frequently does NIH get involved with 25 

private companies either to collaborate on research, or work together, or to fund. 26 

How do those interactions between NIH and private companies generally come 27 

about? 28 

NIH Employee 1: I can't answer that question because it's not something I'm involved in. 29 

Jeff Brown: Have you had any experience with doctors that you are working with, or aware of 30 

that make connections, or work alongside private companies? 31 

NIH Employee 1: At NIH? 32 

Jeff Brown: At NIH. 33 

NIH Employee 1: Again, not that I'm aware of. 34 

Jeff Brown: You've referenced Lauren Mullman a couple of times and we saw her emails. Can 35 

you just tell me a little bit about her role and what her title is here? 36 
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NIH Employee 1: Sure. So she is part ... I don't know what her exact title is, but she's in the 1 

office of legislative policy and analysis. In the office of the director. The way that 2 

office is arranged is there're number of analysts, and each of those analysts is 3 

assigned to certain institutes at NIH. At the time, Lauren, and currently, Lauren is 4 

assigned to NINDS, so she's our .... My liaison in the director's office and then one of 5 

their main roles is to interface with HHS.  6 

Jeff Brown: Did she play any day-of role?  7 

NIH Employee 1: I believe she was present at the meetings as well.  8 

Jeff Brown: Okay. 9 

Anybody else that was either present at the meetings, or involved with the 10 

scheduling of Representative Collins' visit? 11 

NIH Employee 1: Not that I recall. 12 

Jeff Brown: Anybody else that, in light of what we discussed today, you think it might be 13 

appropriate for us to have a conversation with? 14 

NIH Employee 1: I don't think so. 15 

Paul Solis: Have you any contact with Representative Collins, or anyone from his offices, or 16 

someone affiliated with him about our review, the fact that we requested to speak to 17 

you? 18 

NIH Employee 1: No. 19 

Jeff Brown: Got anything else? 20 

Paul Solis: Nope. I think that's a ... 21 

NIH Employee 1: Okay. 22 

Paul Solis: All we have for you.  23 

NIH Employee 1: Great. 24 

Paul Solis: Thank you very much. 25 

Jeff Brown: Thank you.  26 
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Paul Solis: This is Paul Solis with the office of Congressional Ethics, I'm joined by my colleague 1 

Jeffrey Brown. It is May 10th, 2017. We are here for an interview of NIH Employee 2. 2 

I have provided NIH Employee 2 with a copy of the False Statements Act, and she 3 

has signed an acknowledgment form that I provided her a copy of the law, and we 4 

can begin our interview. 5 

So NIH Employee 2 first off I want to ask if you’ve heard of a company called Innate 6 

Immunotherapeutics? 7 

NIH Employee 2: I think it's the company that was mentioned during the congressional visit. I 8 

think it's a company that is maybe New Zealand. 9 

Paul Solis: Apart from hearing it spoken at a congressional hearing, have you ever heard that 10 

name in any other context, Innate Immunotherapeutics? 11 

NIH Employee 2: I have met a person who works for the company several times. 12 

Paul Solis: Okay, who is that person? 13 

NIH Employee 2: I don't remember her name. She's a chief scientific officer in the company I 14 

believe.  15 

Paul Solis: And how many times have you met with her? 16 

NIH Employee 2: I believe I met her three times. 17 

Paul Solis: Okay, could you give me approximate dates, even just the year, of those times? 18 

NIH Employee 2: I met with her once after the visit of Congressman Collins that was organized 19 

by him. She visited me at NIH, I don't really remember I mean it was, I would say 20 

two years ago, or more than two years ago, I really don't remember when that visit 21 

happened. And then I met with her again twice on the conferences. So first time was 22 

at the Keystone Symposia meeting, that meeting was I think... It was one of the MS 23 

Keystone Symposia meetings. So I think the first one was in New Mexico, and the 24 

second one was in Big Sky, Montana. But I don't know which one it was. And most 25 

recently I met her just at the American Academy of Neurology meeting two weeks 26 

ago in Boston. 27 

Paul Solis: And all these meetings were they, especially at the conferences, were they planned 28 

meetings? 29 

NIH Employee 2: No at the conferences it wasn't planned. We just met. 30 

Paul Solis: How about that first meeting you discussed, that was a planned meeting, an 31 

organized meeting? 32 

NIH Employee 2: Yeah. 33 

Paul Solis: Okay, can you tell me about that? 34 

NIH Employee 2: Well the Congressman Collins asked whether I would be willing to help 35 

somebody with a trial design for secondary progressive multiple sclerosis, and I said 36 

yes I would be, I mean sure we always help people. He asked would it be okay to 37 
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